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The Questions

Questions

What is ‘tranquillity’?
What makes an area ‘tranquil’?
What does ‘tranquillity’ mean to you?
If an area were described as being ‘tranquil’, what 
features would it have?
Where are ‘tranquil’ areas you know of?

What factors cause ‘tranquillity’?
What makes an area more ‘tranquil’?
What makes an area less ‘tranquil’?

What impacts do ‘tranquil’ areas have?
When you are in what you consider to be a ‘tranquil’
area, how do you feel?

What does a ‘tranquil’ area look like?

Do places become more/less ‘tranquil’ over time? 
(day/night, weeks, months, seasons, years…)
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Participatory 
Appraisal

PA is a form of community research.  In this 
study it was about countryside users.

There is an emphasis on tools & techniques 
that allow participants to contribute in 
their own ways.
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Weighting



The Public closely associated areas 
of low noise with positive
tranquillity.

There were specific types of noise 
that were negative:

– Road, train and urban 
– Aircraft noise (1.5% of –ve)
– Military training (<1% of –ve)
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Mapping NOISE
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The Public Consultation
Questions
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Signs of Human Development – Pylons
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EXAMPLE - Spatial Threshold Analysis
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High tranquillity 
score

Low Tranquillity –
Newcastle upon Tyne
North East England

Same road but not 
the same score



To finish…
• Keep the public’s views as a priority – remove 

expert led decisions where possible.
• Methodology is complex.
• Choice of sample areas: use of verification 

exercise is essential. 
• Map is supported by important qualitative 

material – just because it isn’t mapped  
• The importance of Urban Tranquillity
• Strong influence of what you can see and hear 

and the threshold level of tolerance of an 
individual…

• Look at how tranquillity has changed in 10 
years time


